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New Features!

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this month’s
newsletter. Keep sending in those concert and event
notices! We want to make this newsletter both
interesting and informative, so we appreciate your
help.

This month, we have a couple of new features
suggested by Orchestra members. Check out page 3
for our “Member Spotlight,” which will feature a
different Orchestra member each month. Principal
violinist Mark Bagdon came up with the idea and
volunteered to go first — thanks, Mark! (Did you know
he once met Leonard Bernstein?)

Do you have an interesting or unusual job, musical
background, hobby, or talent that your fellow DCO
members might like to read about? If so, put yourself
the “Spotlight” in a future issue!

The other new feature, initiated by Betsy Darrow
(violin), is “Musical Opportunities” on page 2, a listing
of musical groups that are open to new members. Tell
us about the other musical groups you are involved
with!

Please send listings, articles, information, photos, or

story ideas to Paulette Morgan at
pmorgan3@nycap.rr.com.

OooPS!

Returning member Jessica

(Hildebrandt) Atkins (violin) was
inadvertently left off the list of
returning members in last month’s
issue. Welcome back, Jessica — we
are glad to see you again!
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November/December Schedule:

Monday November 14 7:30 —9:30 pm

Rehearsal Bethlehem Town
Hall

Monday November 21 7:30 —9:30 pm

Rehearsal Bethlehem Town
Hall

Monday November 28 7:30 —9:30 pm

Rehearsal Bethlehem Town
Hall

Monday December 5 7:30 —9:30 pm

Rehearsal Bethlehem Town
Hall

Monday December 12 7:15 pm

CONCERT The Beverwyck

Monday December 19 7:30 pm

CONCERT Bethlehem Town
Hall
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Upcoming Concerts:
Monday, December 12, 7:15 pm
The Beverwyck
Monday, December 19, 7:30 pm
Bethlehem Town Hall

Visit the DCO website at
www.delmarcommunityorchestra.com
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Hi everyone! I’ve really enjoyed getting to know many of you and working with you! It’s hard to
believe that we are already in November — ushered in with snow, too! I’ve learned a tremendous
amount in my small tenure with the DCO, and I know my comfort level is starting to truly increase.
Thank you to all of you who have made me feel welcome, and a part of the “family” — it’s truly
helped and been beneficial.

I hope that each of our concerts has something you really enjoy, and I also hope to really dig in to the
DCO Library and pull out some of the gems that may have been lost over time. To that end, we’ll be
looking at a different type of program for our second concert set. We have a shorter window to
prepare in as well, so I’m hoping things seem good to everyone!

See you Monday night!
Mike

Musical Opportunities:
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Concert Feedback:

The Albany Times-Union’s Bethlehem blog included a notice about our November 7" Delmar
Reformed Church concert. The concert made an impression on at least one young audience member,
as a reader commented:

1. Brought my little girl to the show — Was pushing a little late on the bedtime-side, but I figured it was
worth it for her to see some orchestral music. She. Loved. It. As a former and nostalgic french horn
player, I pointed them out to her, and all she wanted to do was see them play. o
As a LotR fan, I especially enjoyed the last piece.

Comment by dan — November 9th, 2011 @ 9:03 am

Check out the Bethlehem blog at http://blog.timesunion.com/bethlehem/7335/concert-
announcement/#comments
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Member Spotlight: Mark Bagdon

After Paulette’s last email | suggested that one idea for the newsletter would be for members of the orchestra to
submit brief bios about their musical history. She asked me if | would be the first guinea pig . . . so here goes:

| started violin lessons in 4" grade at elementary school (like so many others). | switched to private lessons
sometime in 5" grade, studying with Sam Kates who drove out from Brooklyn to Nassau County to teach two
students. He charged $6/hour, which my mother thought was too much. In Junior High, | switched teachers to
Dotty Kessner who was a NYC studio musician and frequently played Broadway shows. Dotty claimed to have
studied with Leopold Auer, who taught on the Upper West Side from 1918 until 1928 and was one of the all time
great violin pedagogues. Incidentally, Dotty was married to Paul Elisha, who you have probably all heard doing
political commentary on WAMC. | seem to recall that Paul conducted an orchestra on Long Island that | think
was called the Long Island Symphony. An interesting piece of trivia.

| had the good fortune to go to a high school with a great number of talented musicians and a terrific orchestra. |
remember that our school orchestra traveled from Long Island to Rochester by train to play at the NYSSMA
conference one year. Our principal bassist was Shelly Saxon, who became the first woman in the N.Y.
Philharmonic, from which she recently retired after 38 years.

Off to college to study math and physics. | think | did more music at college than studying, playing in the
orchestra, chamber orchestra, a few string quartettes and all the pit orchestras for the musicals. Though | never
took a music course, | spent a lot of time in the music department!

After college, | taught physics at Choate in Wallingford, Ct and became a ringer with the Yale Symphony playing
principal viola. Teaching at a private school did not agree with me at all so the next year | enrolled in a Masters
Program at the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies (the back door to Yale) and continued playing
with the orchestra. We had a great conductor, John Mauceri, who loved to do big, extravagant production pieces.
John took a (volunteer) job as assistant to Bernstein during a revival of Candide in NYC and got to know him well.
John then decided to stage a production of Bernstein’s Mass at Yale. The piece was written for the opening of
the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and is a huge theater piece with singers, several choruses, and
orchestra, and a rock band (see http://www.leonardbernstein.com/mass.htm). The production was so successful
that Bernstein helped arrange funding for us to do the European premier at the Vienna Konzerthaus. That was a
great experience and we all got to meet Bernstein briefly after one of the performances. John went on to be the
conductor of the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra for many years, which certainly fit well with his personality.

After moving to the Capital District around 1980, | became enamored of contradancing and contradance music. |
started fiddling and most of my music making for the next 25 years was playing in various contradance bands and
going off the fiddle camps. My first band, Small Potatoes, included David Barnert (principal cello at DCO) on
concertina and hammered dulcimer. Britany Orlebeke, my stand partner, and | have played dozens of
contradances together over the years. | also play occasionally with Spare Parts, a Massachusetts duo who
specialize in music for period dances from the late 19™ and early 20" century (ragtime, tango, Victorian balls,
etc.). Finally, your librarian, Dave Rhodes, has coaxed me into his bluegrass, folk, classic rock band called Three
Quarter North. That has been quite a challenge. You can hear us at Emack and Bolios monthly and the Perfect
Blend occasionally. O.K. Nancy, you're next.

Our DCO Board Members:

President: Recording Secretary: Members at Large: :5?\::?%’;'(’63
Nancy Felberbaum Lisa Feill Winnie Yu Scherer, David
Barnert Webmaster:
Vice President: Corresponding e
Ann Gabriels Secretary: Past President: Lorg /é\ikms Produci
Jessica Atkins Mary Clyne '9 rung Froductions
Treasurer:
Kim Young
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ITEMS OF INTEREST:

Saturday, November 12, 7 pm. Three Quarter North. Emack and Bolio's, 366 Delaware Ave. Albany. Visit
http://www.reverbnation.com/threequarternorth for more information.

Saturday, November 12, 7:30 pm. Empire State Youth Orchestra. Troy Savings Bank Music Hall, Second & State
Sts., Troy. Visit www.esyo.org for more information.

Sunday, November 13, 1 pm: Colonie Centennial Brass Choir. Concert for Blue Star Mothers. Colonie Center.
Visit www.colonietownband.com for more information.

Sunday, November 13, 3 pm: Albany Symphony Orchestra. Family Concert: From Russia With Music! Palace
Theater, 19 Clinton Ave., Albany. Visit www.albanysymphony.com for tickets and information.

Thursday, December 1, 7-9 pm: Pokingbrook Morris Dancers (with David Barnert on concertina) in front of Eddie
Bauer, Broadway between Spring St. & Washington St. at the Saratoga Springs Victorian Streetwalk. Visit
www.saratoga.com/holiday/victorian-streetwalk.cfm for more information.

Saturday-Sunday, December 3 & 4: Albany Symphony Orchestra. The Magic of Christmas. Palace Theater,
Albany. Visit www.albanysymphony.com for more information.

Saturday, December 3, Afternoon: Pokingbrook Morris Dancers. Rhinebeck Sinterklass Festival. Visit
www.sinterklaasrhinebeck.com for information.

Sunday, December 4, 1-3 pm. Pokingbrook Morris Dancers. Troy Victorian Stroll 1 pm in front of Post Office, 2
pm in front of Troy Music Hall, 3 pm Monument Square. Visit www.victorianstroll.com.

Saturday-Sunday December 10 & 11. Albany Pro Musica. “Behold the Star” Christmas Concert. Carondelet
Hospitality Center, 385 Watervliet-Shaker Rd., Latham. Visit www.albanypromusica.com.

Sunday, December 11, 7 pm: Sing Solstice. Eighth Step at Proctor’s, 432 State St., Schenectady. Visit
WWww.proctors.org/events/8th-step-sing-solstice.

Sunday, December 11, 3 pm. Empire State Youth Orchestra Youth & Repertory Jazz Ensembles. College of St.
Rose. Visit www.esyo.org for more information.

Thursday-Sunday, December 15-18, Empire State Youth Orchestra. Melodies of Christmas. Proctor’s Theater,
State St., Schenectady. Visit www.esyo.org for more information.

Saturday, December 17, 7:30 pm: Capital Community Voices (CCV) at the Genet Elementary School, Route 4,
East Greenbush. The program is entitled “Mistletoe and Stars Aglow”. Tickets are $8 for adults and $6 for
students/seniors.

Saturday, December 17, 7:30 pm: Albany Symphony Orchestra, with violinist Joshua Bell. Palace Theater,
Albany. Visit www.albanysymphony.com.

Send calendar items to pmorgan3@nycap.rr.com for inclusion in next month’s issue!
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Sponsorship: |

The Delmar Community Orchestra provides free concerts throughout Bethlehem and the
Capital District, and relies on the donations of individuals and corporations to cover its 1
expenses. .

There are several levels of Individual and Corporate sponsorship: !

| First Chair: $15
Concert Master: $25 !

Conductor: $50 1
! Maestro: $75 i

To become a sponsor, please send your check, made payable to the Delmar Community |
Orchestra, to: |

Jessica Atkins !
2 Massachusetts Ave. 1
! Rensselaer, NY 12144
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Thank You to Our 2010-2011 Sponsors:

First Chair:
The Floral Garden
Ralph Rahm
Kim & Mike Young

Concert Master:

John & Ann Alden

Maria Buhl

Eric Carson

Mary Clyne

Patricia Pinchback

David Quist & Britany Orlebeke
David Rhodes

Theresa Ruth

Winifred & Jeffrey Scherer
South Street Framers & Gallery

Conductor:

Prentiss & Frieda Carnell
Delmar Dental, P.C.

Nancy & David Felberbaum
Douglas A. Schulz LLC

Maestro:

Beverwyck, Inc.

Richard Hughes

Euthemia Matsoukas

Novus Engineering, PC
William Scott & Heidi Nicholson
Selkirk Community Fund

Questions? Comments?

Contact Nancy Felberbaum, DCO President, at
delmarcommunityorchestra@gmail.com
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